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RESEARCH SHEET 

Unity Arts were awarded a National Lottery grant to support a two year project  

BLUE CIRCLE OF DISSENT 

The project will investigate the subjects of dissent and radicalism and research the events, works and 

personalities that surrounded the lives and work of Mary Wollstonecraft and Blue Stockings Society leader, 

Elizabeth Montagu. 

HACKNEY DISSENT – Poetry Workshops  

A series of FREE workshops led by Joelle Taylor. These sessions will produce performances at Hoxton Hall 

and  Dr. Johnson’s House off Fleet Street.  

All participants’ work will be filmed, recordings will be made and a book will be printed.  

All work will also be hosted on Unity Arts’ and Hoxton Hall’s websites and included in the project’s final 

installation in Hackney in Autumn 2020. 

 

Dr Johnson's House 

 

 

Hoxton Hall 
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The following is by no means prescriptive.  

We want us all to look at DISSENT.  

What does it mean to you? Is it important? 

And in a world of shrieking and often ill-informed argument and agenda laden political discourse we also 

want to investigate the disappearing skills of debate! 

We use history, art, music, literature, design, architecture, fashion etc. to inspire. 

These references are only meant as a guide to get you going. 

 

GREAT DISSENTERS 

MARY WOLSTONECRAFT - Radical, Feminist, Author, Philosopher 

Mary Wollstonecraft's A Vindication of the Rights of Woman was 

published at the end of the 18th century - a century marked by the 

emergence of the philosophical spirit and the concept of 

'enlightenment', by the gradual erosion of monarchical authority 

(which reached its apex with the French Revolution in 1789), and by 

the birth of democracy. While the question of the rights of men 

engendered lively debate at that time, a woman's lot remained 

unconsidered. Wollstonecraft, however, was determined to change this 

and to add a dissenting female voice to the chorus debating political 

emancipation.  

   

HENRY DAVID THOREAU - Author 

In 1846, Henry David Thoreau spent a night in jail for refusing to pay 

his poll tax. He refused to pay because he objected to the U.S. 

government’s support of slavery. His night in a cell in Concord, 

Massachusetts, was the inspiration for his essay “Civil Disobedience,” 

in which he argued that breaking an unjust law is sometimes the just 

thing to do. “Under a government which imprisons any unjustly,” he 

wrote, “the true place for a just man is also a prison.” The essay inspired 

Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. in their struggles against injustice 

and through them, countless others. 
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EMMELINE PANKHURST – Suffragettes’ Leader, Political Activist 

In 1889, Pankhurst founded the Women's Franchise League, which 

fought to allow married women to vote in local elections. In October 

1903, she helped found  Women's Social and Political Union (WSPU) - 

that gained much notoriety and whose members were the first to be 

christened “Suffragettes”. When arrested she went on hunger strike 

resulting in violent force-feeding. In 1913the government passed what 

became known as the 'Cat and Mouse' Act. Hunger striking prisoners 

were released until they grew strong again, and then re-arrested. This 

militancy ended abruptly on the outbreak of war in 1914, when 

Emmeline turned her energies to supporting the war effort. In 1918, 

the Representation of the People Act gave voting rights to women over 

30. Emmeline died on 14 June 1928, shortly after women were granted 

equal voting rights with men (at 21). 

MHATAMA GANDHI - Social Justice Leader 

Few people in history have been assailed by so many factions and in so 

many fashions as Gandhi during his struggle for a more just Indian 

society. Landowners had him arrested for his efforts to improve 

conditions for tenant farmers; Hindu traditionalists engineered 

assassination attempts to stop his campaign against the caste system; 

he provoked the wrath of the British by organizing the Salt March and 

other protests against colonial rule. Still, Gandhi never faltered in his 

allegiance to satyagraha, the principle of non-violent resistance. An eye 

for an eye, Gandhi constantly reminded his followers, leaves everyone 

blind. 

STEVE BIKO - Political Leader, Anti-apartheid Activist 

Bantu Stephen Biko drew official censure in 1973, when he and other 

SASO members were banned; their associations, movements, and 

public statements were thereby restricted. He then operated covertly, 

establishing the Zimele Trust Fund in 1975 to help political prisoners 

and their families. He was arrested four times over the next two years 

and was held without trial for months at a time. On August 18, 1977, he 

and a fellow activist were seized at a roadblock and jailed in Port 

Elizabeth. Biko was found naked and shackled outside a hospital in 

Pretoria, 740 miles (1,190 km) away, on September 11 and died the 

next day of a massive brain hemorrhage. 

 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/censure
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/August
https://www.britannica.com/place/Port-Elizabeth-South-Africa
https://www.britannica.com/place/Port-Elizabeth-South-Africa
https://www.britannica.com/place/Pretoria
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TANK MAN - Chinese activist 

Dissenters aren’t always aware of their impact. This is the case 

with the Chinese demonstrator known only as Tank Man. In 

April of 1989, a ceremony mourning the death of a political 

reformer was transformed into a massive protest for greater 

democracy in China. The government ordered soldiers to clear 

Tiananmen Square. They did so, killing and wounding 

thousands. Amid the carnage, photographers captured a man 

standing before a line of tanks to stop them. Although he was 

never identified, and the photograph is virtually unknown in China, the image remains a testament 

to the strength of individual dissent in the face of tyranny. 

 

MUSIC AND ART OF DISSENT 

 

WOLLSTONECRAFT BY STEWY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXBpOjPn-JM 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXBpOjPn-JM
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From Vindication of The Rights Of Woman by Mary Wollstonecraft 

Females, in fact, denied all political privileges, and not allowed, as married women, 

excepting in criminal cases, a civil existence, have their attention naturally drawn 

from the interest of the whole community to that of the minute parts, though the 

private duty of any member of society must be very imperfectly performed when not 

connected with the general good. 

 

GIL SCOTT- HERON Political activist, Rap Pioneer 

 

The Revolution Will not Be Televised 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=qGaoXAwl9kw 

Article http://bit.ly/2JoDtMx 

 

SIMON ARMITAGE - Poetry as a form of dissent  

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet/2011/11/simon-armitage-on-poetry-as-a-

form-of-dissent 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=qGaoXAwl9kw
http://bit.ly/2JoDtMx
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet/2011/11/simon-armitage-on-poetry-as-a-form-of-dissent
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet/2011/11/simon-armitage-on-poetry-as-a-form-of-dissent
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ADAM LOW - An excerpt from Trogladyte Rose 

Life for Rose is a game. A deadly game. She lives in the squalor of Subterran Prime: a sprawling 

underground world where mad gods sleep around the fools who serve them; where the savage 

Justicars seek out criminals and undesirables for swift justice at the end of their bronze beaks; 

where hapless slaves are branded with the mark of the cypher and fed to the starving masses or 

the gluttenous ruling class. 

In this world Rose has two things: her intersex ('hermaphrodite') lover, Flid, and her imagination. 

Geared with both, she hurtles through dreamworlds and virtual realities, until she discovers the 

ultimate gift: a drug, the Haze, that makes her dreams reality. 

But in order to get the Haze she must put herself in the way of the Justicars and face their terrible 

thirst for punishment. Can Rose and Flid play the game and reach the next level in their quest for 

escape, or will they lose everything? 

PUSSY RIOT - Guerilla Performers 

Pussy Riot is a Russian feminist protest punk rock group based 

in Moscow. Founded in August 2011, it has had a variable 

membership of approximately 11 women  Founded in age from 

about 20 to 33 (as of 2012 ). The group staged unauthorized 

provocative guerrilla performances in public places, 

performances that were filmed as music videos and posted on 

the Internet. The collective's lyrical themes included feminism, 

LGBT rights, and opposition to Russian President Vladimir Putin, whom the group considered to be 

a dictator, and his policies.  https://www.last.fm/music/Pussy+Riot 

TONY BENN – The Levellers and The Tradition of Dissent 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/civil_war_revolution/benn_levellers_01.shtml 

For further information please contact 

Lil Warren, Director at Unity Arts at unityarts@hotmail.co.uk 

                                                                             

https://www.bing.com/search?q=Feminism+in+Russia%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Punk+rock%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Moscow%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Guerrilla+gig%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Performance+art%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=LGBT+rights+in+Russia%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Vladimir+Putin%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Dictator%20wikipedia
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Putinism%20wikipedia
https://www.last.fm/music/Pussy+Riot
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/civil_war_revolution/benn_levellers_01.shtml
mailto:unityarts@hotmail.co.uk

