
ELIZABETH PEPYS TOUR 

 

 



This tour was created by Unity Arts as part of the Heritage Lottery Funded research 
project The Restoration Wyfe – A Saucy London Life.  

Elizabeth Pepys was one of the specific “Wyves” studied. 

The research for this tour was undertaken by Thom Jackson and Sarah Warren. 

Additional research by Maggi Hurt, David Milner, Christopher Searing, Doreen Read, 
Anthony Rhoden, Jayne Mc Veigh, Dave Roberts and the Unity Arts Heritage Team. 

This heritage outcome has had unstinting support from Phil Manning, Dennis and the 
Rector, Oliver Ross, at St. Olave’s (The Pepys Church) and from the author Sara 
George. 

Resources include: 

Restoration London by Lisa Picard 

Dictionary of National Biography Oxford University Press 

The Concise Diary Of Samuel Pepys by Samuel Pepys 

Samuel Pepys (The Unequalled Self) by Claire Tomalin  

The Letters Of Samuel Pepys by Guy de la Bédoyère 

The Journal of Mrs Pepys - The Portrait of A Marriage by Sara George 

 

And the very excellent website run by Phil Gyford! 

www.pepysdiary.com 

 

When we note The Diary we mean of course that of Samuel Pepys. 

The tour takes 4 hours including Thames Clipper to Embankment Pier. 

We suggest you read through the tour thoroughly before you set off. 

If you have time you can also get to Woolwich Arsenal from Greenwich (where the 
Pepys household stayed during The Plague). There are no memorials but it is in 
zone 4 and gives you some idea as to how far you had to get away from London to 
feel safe. There is a wonderful museum there and you can really feel the power and 
possibilities of the Thames at bankside. 

Bring or buy an Oyster card as you will be using the Tube, Bus and the Thames 
Clipper which also accepts Oyster cards but inform them you have an Oyster before 
ordering your tickets. Make sure you load your card with £15.00. There is no ticket 
office at Cutty Sark Maritime Museums Station, only ticket machines. 

It can be expensive to eat and drink in London. We suggest you take sandwiches 
and in the summer ensure you have enough water. 

We have made this tour as accessible as possible. 

If you want to visit everything mentioned you can split the tour into three sections (a 
day for each). Greenwich, Westminster and The City. 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/search?client=firefox-a&hs=5zr&sa=X&rls=org.mozilla:en-GB:official&q=guy+de+la+bedoyere&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAGOovnz8BQMDgzkHnxCXfq6-gZllSXFxmhIniJ1kaGloqCWTnWyln5Sfn61fXpRZUpKaF1-eX5RtlVhakpFfVL_js0Je2LS_M3Kju_rf6nzxSNk2DwAoFTt8VAAAAA&ei=DPFTUpr9OMLM0AW4o4GwDg&ved=0COIBEJsTKAIwDQ&biw=1252&bih=609&dpr=1.09
http://www.pepysdiary.com/


 

 

Greenwich Section 

Tour starts at The Cutty Sark Maritime Museums Station (DLR) 

Turn left as you come out of the station. Then left again toward the Cutty Sark. (If 
you turn right you can visit the Pie & Mash shop Goddards). Just imagine the river 
here being so chock full of sailing ships that it looked like Oxford Street at Christmas! 
Firstly go into the building just ahead of you near to the Cutty Sark. 

The Discover Greenwich Tourist Information Office 

There is a free exhibition about Greenwich, a shop, and a tourist information desk 
where you can pick up a free map of Greenwich. There are free toilets.  

Leave the building by the main entrance, go down to the river and turn right to go to 
the Old Royal Naval College. Two areas that are open to the public are the Painted 
Hall and the Chapel. 

 

From the Old Naval College, have your back to the river and you’ll see the Queen’s 
House. When it was being built the then Royal Hospital for Seamen was purposely 
divided into four buildings so that the river view from the Queen’s House would not 
be interrupted. (The National Maritime Museum is to the right of the Queen’s 
House). 

The Queen’s House 

Romney Road, Greenwich 
Open daily 10 am – 5 pm. Free  

www.greenwich-guide.org.uk/queens.htm 

 

“So up and down the house, which is now repayring in the Queen’s lodgings.”  
The Diary, 11 April 1662. 
 
The house was designed by Inigo Jones in 1616 Its architecture was revolutionary, 
being the first Palladian building to be constructed in England and the contrast with 
the Tudor and Jacobean houses of the time would have been striking. Its great hall is 
a cube which Jones designed in accordance with Andrea Palladio’s rules of 
proportion, and the “tulip” staircase was the first cantilevered spiral staircase in the 
country. It is used during the Greenwich International Festival as a performance 
space.  

National Maritime Museum 

Park Row, Greenwich 

Open daily 10 am – 5 pm. Free  

www.rmg.co.uk/national-maritime-museum 

 

This is the largest naval museum in the world and has a continuously changing set of 
exhibits so check what’s on before the walk. On leaving the museum, walk into 
Greenwich Park and up the hill to the Royal Observatory. Those with walking 

http://www.greenwich-guide.org.uk/queens.htm
http://www.pepysdiary.com/archive/1662/04/11/
http://www.rmg.co.uk/national-maritime-museum


disabilities should remain on the path. If unable to manage the hill, it can be reached 
entering the park at Blackheath Gate and walking along Blackheath Avenue. 

 

 

Royal Observatory 

Blackheath Avenue, Greenwich 

Open daily 10 am – 5 pm. Admission charge 
www.rmg.co.uk/royal-observatory  
 
Today, the Royal Observatory consists of the observatory, the astronomy centre 
which is free, the planetarium, and Flamsteed House.  

Greenwich is on zero degrees longitude - 0°, the Greenwich meridian - there is a 
brass strip of metal in the ground just outside the observatory. If you stand on it you 
can get a picture of yourself on Facebook in both the western hemisphere and the 
eastern hemisphere at the same time.  

Make your way to the statue of General James Wolfe just to the east of the 
observatory. The view of London from this statue is considered to be one of the most 
beautiful in London.  

You will see many recognisable buildings The Houses of Parliament and St Paul’s 
Cathedral in the west over to the O2 arena in the east. Just imagine what Elizabeth 
and Samuel saw when they stood on the same spot. Ships in the river, churches and 
open fields. 

Now make your way back to the Cutty Sark. Get your sea legs ready for a river trip! 

The Thames Clipper Greenwich Pier to Embankment Pier 

Probably the very best way to see London is from the River Thames. And this route 
from Greenwich would have been taken often in the 17th century. There are many 
good boat trip companies but this is probably the cheapest way to do it. There are 
toilets on board but no disabled toilets. 

The clippers run every 20 mins or so and this leg of the trip is about 40 mins. 

Check the timetable here.  
http://www.thamesclippers.com/routes-times-prices-booking/timetable 
 
Keep an eye out for delights on both sides of the river on the way.  

Halfway House (south bank) 

Very soon the clipper will stop at Canary Wharf to pick up workers of London’s other 
financial district. Where the Hilton’s Docklands (on the south bank)  is now sited 
stood Halfway House. Visited by Elizabeth, Samuel and that Dancing Master 
Pembleton who Pepys accused her of having an affair with. 

“Thence to the office till the evening, we sat, and then by water (taking Pembleton 
with us), over the water to the Halfway House, where we played at ninepins, and 
there my damned jealousy took fire, he and my wife being of a side and I seeing of 

http://www.rmg.co.uk/royal-observatory
http://www.thamesclippers.com/routes-times-prices-booking/timetable
http://www.pepysdiary.com/p/4210.php


him take her by the hand in play, though I now believe he did it only in passing and 
sport.”  
The Diary, 19 May 1663. 
 
 

The Prospect of Whitby (north bank) 

This heritage pub was known as the Devil’s Tavern in the 17th century and it is 
claimed that Pepys visited whenever in Wapping on naval business. A coastal chart, 
presented to Pepys in 1686, is displayed on a wall upstairs in the Pepys Room. 
There is also a portrait of him on the wall. The Pepys Society used to meet here 
regularly. The room is available for hire for private functions and when inside you feel 
as if you are on a ship. Always worth a separate visit it is a short walk from Wapping 
Overground tube station. 

The Mayflower (south bank) 

This is the white building with a sailing ship as a weathervane. It originally dates from 
the 1620s. In the 17th century it was called the Spread Eagle and it is from this spot 
that the Pilgrim Fathers set out on their journey to America in 1620. Christopher 
Jones, the captain of the Mayflower, is buried in the churchyard of St Mary’s just 
behind the pub.  

Tower Bridge 

Many Londoners’ hearts quicken at the site of this beautiful bridge. Often a shot in 
any film will inform the viewer they are in London. In Elizabeth’s time London Bridge 
was the only crossing for the Thames. As London grew, so more bridges were 
added, although these were all built to the west of London Bridge, since the area 
east of London Bridge had become a busy port. In the 19th century, the East End of 
London became so densely populated that the public needed a new bridge to the 
east of London Bridge, as journeys for pedestrians and vehicles were being delayed 
by hours. Finally in 1876, the City of London Corporation, responsible for that part of 
the Thames, decided the problem could be delayed no longer. 

The Tower of London 

Open daily, times vary. Admission charge. 
www.hrp.org.uk/TowerOfLondon 
 
If you can organise your visit several months in advance then you can arrange to be 
at The Ceremony Of The Keys which is free when the Tower is locked up for the 
night  which has taken place on each and every night, without fail, for at least 700 
years.  
 
All the info here: 
http://www.hrp.org.uk/TowerOfLondon/WhatsOn/theceremonyofthekeys 

“To dinner to my Lady Sandwich, and Sir Thomas Crew’s children coming thither, I 
took them and all my Ladys to the Tower and showed them the lions and all that was 
to be shown, and so took them to my house, and there made much of them…”  
The Diary, 3 May 1662. 
 

http://www.pepysdiary.com/archive/1663/05/19/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prospect_of_Whitby
http://www.stmaryrotherhithe.org/
http://www.hrp.org.uk/TowerOfLondon
http://www.hrp.org.uk/TowerOfLondon/WhatsOn/theceremonyofthekeys
http://www.hrp.org.uk/TowerOfLondon/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/archive/1662/05/03/


The Tower of London is one of the greatest medieval fortifications in Europe, and 
one of the few buildings in London in the 21st century that Elizabeth Pepys would 
recognise. Since it was built more than 900 years ago it has had many functions 
including a palace, fortress, prison and place of execution, jewel house (including for 
the crown jewels), mint, armoury and even a royal zoo as in the above diary entry 
when Pepys and company friends visited it. Samuel Pepys knew it well, often 
attending banquets in the Tower, and was later to be three times imprisoned there 
for several months but in each case released without charge. It is a place that 
absolutely must be visited.  

The Pepys household lived only 10 minutes from The Tower. You can visit after St. 
Olave’s at the end of this tour. 

“Up, and by water from the Tower to White Hall, the first time that I have gone to that 
end of the town by water for two or three months.” The Diary, 1 February 1668 

You will now be cruising under London Bridge, The “Wobbly” Bridge, Southwark 
Bridge, Blackfriars Bridge and Waterloo Bridge before alighting at Embankment Pier. 
Amongst the many sites you will be able to see are: The Monument, The Gherkin, 
The Shard, Oxo Tower, St Paul’s Cathedral, HMS Belfast, The Globe Theatre, Tate 
Modern, Temple, The Southbank, the London Eye and the Houses Of Parliament. 

 

Westminster Section 

The Embankment and Charing Cross 

Alight from The Clipper cross at the lights and walk through Embankment tube 
station and make your way up to the top of Villiers Street. 

Charing Cross is where Elizabeth stayed with friends when she left Sam early in their 
marriage. 

Turn left on The Strand cross at the crossing then turn right and take  the 2nd left into 
St Martin’s Place. (St Martins In The Field is a great place to visit with concerts and 
the wonderful café in the crypt). http://www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/church/ the 
National Portrait Gallery is just opposite the crypt. 

 

National Portrait Gallery (NPG) 

St Martin’s Place, London WC2H 0HE 

Open Mon-Sat 10 am – 6pm, Sun 12 – 6 pm. Late on Fridays. Free 
www.npg.org.uk/ 
 
The NPG has a bust of Elizabeth and the stipple engraving of her based on a 
portrait by John Hayls which is the image most associated with her and the one 
we have used at the top of this document. It is not always on show but postcards 
can be bought from the gift shop. 
 
In the Stuart rooms you will find portraits of characters known to Elizabeth and 
Samuel. King Charles II, his Queen Catherine of Braganza and his mistresses 
Barbara Villiers, Nell Gwynn and Louise de Kéroualle. The libertine Earl of 

http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/167/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/180/
http://www.stmartin-in-the-fields.org/church/
http://www.npg.org.uk/


Rochester, the patron of Pepys, Edward Montagu – The Earl of Sandwich and the 
artists Sir Peter Lely and Mary Beale.  Also of course the original portrait of Samuel 
Pepys by John Hayls as Elizabeth would have known him, as a young man. 
 
Come out of the gallery and turn right towards Trafalgar Square. Make your way to 
the 3rd exit which is Whitehall. You will see the statue directly in front of Nelson’s 
column. 
 
 

The Statue of Charles I on Horseback 

 “I went out to Charing Cross, to see Major-General Harrison hanged, drawn, and 
quartered; which was done there, he looking as cheerful as any man could do in that 
condition … Thus it was my chance to see the King beheaded at White Hall, and to 
see the first blood shed in revenge for the blood of the King at Charing Cross.” 
The Diary, 13 October 1660. 
 
This is where distances from London are officially measured. The statue faces 
towards Whitehall where the king was executed in 1649. It was erected here in 1660 
but was actually made in 1633 by Hubert le Sueur, and the sculptor’s name and date 
appear on one of the stallion’s hooves. The representation of King Charles I is 
accurate except for his height: the king was less than 5’ 4”. The contract however 
detailed that the statue be “the figure of his Majesty King Charles proportionable full 
six feet”. 

Whitehall  

With Trafalgar Square at your back make your way down Whitehall. Stay on the left 
hand side of the road where possible it is less busy. 

The name is taken from The Palace of Whitehall that mostly got burned down in 
1668. Elizabeth as a new, young bride lived in Whitehall with her husband in a room 
in the house of her husband’s patron Edward Montagu, later the Earl of Sandwich 
(who also thought Elizabeth very pretty). 

Banqueting House is about 5 mins and will be on your left.  

 

The Banqueting House 

Whitehall (corner of Horse Guard’s Avenue) 

Open Mon-Sat 10 am – 5 pm. Admission charge  
Not accessible if you have any difficulties with stairs 
http://www.hrp.org.uk/banquetinghouse/ 
 
“I went to the Banquethouseq, and there saw the King heal, the first time that ever I 
saw him do it;” The Diary, 13 April 1661 
 
The Banqueting House is the last survival of the old Whitehall Palace, from where 
Charles I walked to his execution. (There is a superb model of Whitehall Palace at 
the Museum of London, showing it in its heyday). The actual spot is marked by a 
small bust of the king, and you will see an identical one at St Margaret’s church. The 

http://www.hrp.org.uk/banquetinghouse/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/5780/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/344/


Banqueting House was constructed in the Palladian-style by Inigo Jones in 1622 
(the architect who built Queen’s House in Greenwich) and was the first Italianate 
building in London: it would have been in marked contrast to the rest of Whitehall. A 
must see are the awe inspiring ceiling paintings by Rubens. Ironically they celebrate 
the divine right of kings and were the last paintings that Charles I saw before walking 
to the executioner’s block, in front of a large crowd including the young boy Samuel 
Pepys. 

 

 

Axe Yard 

Continue down Whitehall and cross the road at the memorial to The Women of 
World War II and you come to Downing Street - the official residence of the Prime 
Minister and named for George Downing who managed to be a successful diplomat 
under Cromwell and Charles II – who made him a baronet). The street is now 
blocked off by gates that were installed in 1990 and it was just south of here in Axe 
Yard that Elizabeth lived in the “little house” with Samuel from August 1658 to July 
1660. 

Cross back over the road and walk towards Westminster. Cross Bridge Street and 
the statue will be on your left opposite the big white church (St. Margaret’s). 

The Statue of Oliver Cromwell  

For most of the period of the Diary, Oliver Cromwell’s severed head was on display 
on a pole in Westminster Hall, now his statue stands directly outside it. It wasn’t 
erected until 1899 the proposal of which led to bitter debates in both Houses of 
Parliament. Every year on 3 September, admirers lay a wreath to his memory but 
otherwise the statue is fenced off and out-of-bounds to the public. 

Walk across the road to the rear of St Margaret’s Church. Before entering, please 
note the head of Charles II on the right of the entrance. It is made from lead, and 
was placed there in 1945 and dates from the very early 19th century. As you see, 
the statue of Oliver Cromwell across the road is directly in the king’s line of sight. 
Someone had a sense of humour! 

 
St Margaret’s, Westminster 
St Margaret Street, SW1P 3JX 
Open Monday-Friday 9.30am - 3.30pm, Saturdays 9.30am - 1.30pm, 
Sundays 2pm – 4.30pm 
http://www.westminster-abbey.org/st-margarets 

Because there are occasions when unforeseen closures are necessary, those 
intending to visit St Margaret's are advised to check with the Vestry on 020 7654 
4840 prior to their visit. Wheelchair users are advised to arrange entry prior to visit 
by calling the Vestry or ask the Verger on duty for assistance upon arrival. 

It may seem surprising to find another large church standing so close to the might 
and magnificence of Westminster Abbey. But this is where Elizabeth and Samuel 

http://ww1cemeteries.com/british_cemeteries_memorials/women_of_ww2_mem.htm
http://ww1cemeteries.com/british_cemeteries_memorials/women_of_ww2_mem.htm
http://ww1cemeteries.com/british_cemeteries_memorials/women_of_ww2_mem.htm
http://www.westminster-abbey.org/st-margarets


married in a civil ceremony in 1 December 1655. They had married the previous 
year in St Olave’s on 10 October 1654 which is the date Elizabeth celebrated their 
anniversary. More on that later. 

We will now leave Westminster and return to the City Of London and the place 
where Elizabeth Pepys’ husband was born, Fleet Street. 

Westminster Station is step free. The lift is under Portcullis House. Take the District 
Line Eastbound to Blackfriars Station which is also step free. Toilets are fifty pence. 

 

 

The City Section  

Come out of Blackfriars Station. Cross at the crossing outside the station and turn 
right into New Bridge Street then take a left into Tudor St, right into Dorset Rise 
continue into Salisbury Court. 

Salisbury Court 

“This day it is two years since it pleased God that I was cut of the stone at Mrs. 
Turner’s in Salisbury Court”. The Diary, 26 March 1660. 

There is a blue plaque in Salisbury Court that marks Samuel Pepys' birthplace. John 
Pepys, his father, had his tailoring business here and the area was full of both small 
and large houses with gardens down to the river. His home would have been a 
wooden plaster Tudor building. The front room would have been the shop, the back 
room where the tailors, including the young Samuel Pepys, would have worked, the 
family lived in the rooms upstairs, and there would have been a garden at the rear of 
the house. 

Exit Salisbury Court by going into Fleet Street and turning right, go downhill, and 
then right again to the entrance to St Bride's Church. This gives you a great view of 
the immensely tall steeple, which is 226 feet high. You could also just take the right 
into St Bride’s Avenue if this is easier. 

 
St Bride's Church 
Fleet Street 
0207 427 0133 
Open Monday - Friday: 9:00am - 6:00pm, Saturday: hours vary, Sunday: 10:00am - 
6:30pm 

St Bride's, “the journalist’s church” is justly world famous. To enter its doors is to step 
into 2,000 years of history, which had begun with the Romans some six centuries 
before the name of St Bride, daughter of an Irish prince, even emerged from legend 
to become associated forever with the site. 

The story of St Bride's is inextricably woven into the history of the City of London. By 
the time the Great Fire of 1666 left the church in ruins, a succession of churches had 
existed on the site for about a millennium, and the area had already assumed its 



unique role in the emergence of English printing. It took nine years for St Bride's to 
re-appear from the ashes under the inspired direction of Christopher Wren, but for 
the next two-and-a-half centuries it was in the shadow of the church's unmistakeable 
wedding-cake spire that the rise of the British newspaper industry into the 
immensely-powerful Fourth Estate took place. 

The Great Plague is believed to have first struck the docklands of London in April 
1665, and by 6th June the parish of St Bride's was officially notified of an outbreak 
within its boundaries. It was also known as "the Poore's Plague," and the parish 
suffered terribly because of the large number of manual workers. 

St Bride’s offers tours which can be booked http://www.stbrides.com/visit/guided-
tours.php and there is also a wonderful museum in the crypt.  

Come out of Salisbury Court and turn left. Cross the road just past Tesco’s. 

The Olde Cheshire Cheese Wine Office Court,  
145 Fleet Street 
Open Mon-Fri 11.30 am – 11 pm, Sat 12 noon – 11 pm, Sun Closed 
http://www.pubs.com/main_site/pub_details.php?pub_id=154 

Perfect time and place for a pit stop! 

There is no record of this pub in the Diary but because of where it is Samuel must 
have visited here. It became an inn in 1538 and has been one ever since, most 
notably being rebuilt in the 1670s after its destruction in the Great Fire. Historically, it 
is principally associated with the lexicographer Dr Samuel Johnson and his 
biographer James Boswell, and other regulars have included Charles Dickens (of 
course, and who mentioned it in A Tale of Two Cities), Thackeray, GK Chesterton 
and Sir Arthur Conan Doyle.  

When you leave the pub the bus stop will be on your right outside the shop Robert 
Dyas. Pick up the number 76 bus towards Blackfriars (Approx. 10 min journey) 
which will drop you off at Guildhall. You will pass by St. Paul’s Cathedral. You could 
also walk. It will take about 20 mins. 

St Paul’s Cathedral 

This is a whole day trip in itself. There are tours and talks and services throughout 
the year. Check online for details. 
http://www.stpauls.co.uk/ 
 
St Paul's, with its world-famous dome, is an iconic feature of the London skyline. The 
present Cathedral, the masterpiece of Britain's most famous architect Sir 
Christopher Wren, is at least the fourth to have stood on the site. It was built 
between 1675 and 1710, after its predecessor was destroyed in the Great Fire of 
London, and services began in 1697. 

Get off the 76 bus at the Princes St bus stop. Walk north up Princes Street to 
Lothbury. Turn left. The Guildhall will be on your left at Gresham Street. 

The Guildhall  

http://www.stbrides.com/visit/guided-tours.php
http://www.stbrides.com/visit/guided-tours.php
http://www.pubs.com/main_site/pub_details.php?pub_id=154
http://www.stpauls.co.uk/


Open Mon – Sat 10 am – 4.30 pm, May – Sept Sundays 10 am – 4.30 pm.  
Sometimes closed for special events. Free.  
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/guildhall 

“Thence we took coach for the City to Guildhall, where the Hall was full of people 
expecting [General] Monck and [the] Lord Mayor to come thither, and all very joyfull.” 
The Diary, 2 February 1660. 

The Guildhall is the only secular stone building dating from before 1666 still standing 
in the City and is the third largest civic hall in England. It has been the setting for 
famous state trials including that of poor Lady Jane Grey in 1553. The statues of two 
giants named Gog and Magog have been here for centuries – their origins are 
unknown but they are protectors of the city and so they are paraded around the city 
every November in the Lord Mayor's Show. Its crypt is open to the public every 
September for London Open House weekend and has a stained glass window 
dedicated to Samuel Pepys. 

There is now a 5 min walk to The Bank of England Museum. 

Head east on Gresham St toward Ironmonger Lane. Continue onto Lothbury. Turn 
right onto Bartholomew Lane. The museum is opposite The Royal Bank of Scotland. 

The Bank of England Museum 
Bartholomew Lane, London EC2R 8AH 
Open Monday - Friday 10.00am - 5.00pm (last entry 4.45pm) 
24 & 31 December 2013 10.00am - 1.00pm.   
Closed at weekends and Public Bank Holidays 
http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/education/pages/museum/default.aspx 
 
“After supper, James Houblon and another brother took me aside and to talk of some 
businesses of their owne.”  The Diary, 14 November 1666. 
 
Though not opened until 1694 we include here as Pepys was friends with James 
Houblon, a director of The Bank of England.  Houblon, like Elizabeth, was of 
Huguenot descent. It is a very well laid out museum and every one of all ages wants 
to touch the GOLD BAR on display. 
 
On leaving the bank go up to Threadneedle Street and through the side entrance of 
the Royal Exchange. Any difficulty with stairs you can walk around to the front of the 
building. 
 
The Royal Exchange  
Junction of Cornhill and Threadneedle Street  
Open Mon – Fri 10 am – 11 pm. Closed weekends. Free 
www.theroyalexchange.co.uk 
 
“My wife and I to the Exchange, where we bought a great many things”  
The Diary, 12 March 1660. 
 
There have been three Royal Exchanges on this site and all have had the same 
overall design of small arcades with upper storeys lined with small shops plus a 
central arcade for trading. The Exchange was taken over by insurance companies 

http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/guildhall
http://www.bankofengland.co.uk/education/pages/museum/default.aspx
http://www.theroyalexchange.co.uk/


for much of the last century but has now returned to something much more like it 
was in the Pepys' time. And remember how Elizabeth liked to shop! 
 
“…my wife had on her new petticoat that she bought yesterday, which indeed is a 
very fine cloth and a fine lace.” – The Diary, 19 August 1660. 
 
Now a 6 min walk to The Monument. Exit onto Change Alley and Head south on 
Change /Exchange Alley. At the top of the alley turn left onto Lombard Street, right 
onto Gracechurch Street. Turn left onto Eastcheap then right onto Fish Street Hill. 
Please note this section presents some difficulty for wheelchair users and any of 
those having walking difficulties. Free toilets at Eastcheap. Non-accessible Victorian 
variety. 

 
 
 
 
The Monument 
Fish Street Hill 
Open Daily. Admission charge. 
Summer Opening Hours: April–September 9:30am-6pm (last admission 5:30pm) 
Winter Opening Hours: October – March 9:30am-5.30pm (last admission 5pm) 
Obviously do not try unless very fit! There are accessible toilets just opposite. 
http://www.themonument.info/ 
 

“…About two in the morning my wife calls me up and tells me of new cryes of fire, it 
being come to Barkeing Church, which is the bottom of our lane. I up, and finding it 
so, resolved presently to take her away, and did, and took my gold, which was about 
2350l., W. Hewer, and Jane, down by Proundy’s boat to Woolwich; but, Lord! what 
sad sight it was by moone- light to see, the whole City almost on fire, that you might 
see it plain at Woolwich, as if you were by it.” The Diary, 5 September 1666 
 
The Monument, as it came to be called, is 61 metres high (202 feet) – the exact 
distance between it and the site in Pudding Lane where the fire began on 4 
September 1666. It was built between 1671 and 1677 to commemorate the Great 
Fire of London and to celebrate the rebuilding of the City. 
 
It is well worth the 311 step climb as the views are surprisingly worth it. This part of 
London is very built up but there is still lots to see. And you get a certificate. 
 
Another 5 minute walk. Turn left onto Monument Street. You will pass… 

Pudding Lane 

A disappointingly small brown plaque (on a brown wall). Commemorating Thomas 
Faryner, the King’s baker and the fire. 

You will now begin to understand how small London was in the 1600s. Everything is 
seems to be only 5 mins walk away! Continue down Monument Street and then left 
onto Lower Thames. Turn left into St Dunstan’s Hill. 
 
 
 

http://www.themonument.info/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/150/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/681/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/149/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/10148/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/1675/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/275/


St Dunstan’s in the East  
St Dunstan’s Hill 
Open Mon-Fri 9 am – 6 pm, Sat, Sun 10 am – 5 pm. Free 
 

“and, walking towards home, just at my entrance into the ruines at St. Dunstan’s, I 
was met by two rogues with clubs, who come towards us. So I went back, and 
walked home quite round by the Wall, and got well home, and to bed weary, but 
pleased at my day’s pleasure” The Diary, 23 April 1668. 

This was a ruin in Elizabeth Pepys’ time yet is a different ruin today. The original 
building was destroyed in the Great Fire of 1666 and these ruins are what remain 
from the Blitz of 1940-41 so that only Wren’s very beautiful tower has been 
preserved. The City of London have taken the opportunity to transform it into one of 
the prettiest and most romantic gardens in the old City, and it is a peaceful spot to 
rest for a while.  

Get back onto Lower Thames via Harp Lane and continue onto Byward then left onto 
Seething Lane. You will pass the Hung Drawn and Quartered pub mentioned in The 
Diary. 

Seething Lane 

“..brought home my wife by coach, it being rainy weather, she having been abroad 
today to buy more furniture for her house”. The Diary, 3 October 1660 

In July 1660 Elizabeth and Samuel moved from their “little house” in Axe Yard to a 
house in the Navy Office buildings on Seething Lane. It had around ten rooms.  

 
Seething Lane Gardens 
 
Unfortunately there are building works and the gardens are to be improved as part of 
these works. Not to be re-opened until 2014. Find out progress at this link: 
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/green-spaces/city-
gardens/news/Pages/seething-lane-garden-redevelopment.aspx 
 
 
Head north on Seething Lane. (You will pass Pepys Street on your right). Turn left 
into Hart Street.  
 
St Olave’s  
Hart Street 
Open Mon-Fri 9 am – 5 pm, Sat/Sun closed. Holy Communion Tues 12:30 pm. 
Sunday Eucharist 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month 11:00 am. Frequent lunchtime 
classical music performances, Wed/Thurs 1:05 pm. Free.  

A Pepys commemoration service is held annually at the end of May. 

http://www.sanctuaryinthecity.net/index.htm 
 
“…my wife telling me that there was a pretty lady come to church with Peg Pen to-
day, I against my intention had a mind to go to church to see her, and did so, and 
she is pretty handsome. But over against our gallery I espied Pembleton, and saw 

http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/150/
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/green-spaces/city-gardens/news/Pages/seething-lane-garden-redevelopment.aspx
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/green-spaces/city-gardens/news/Pages/seething-lane-garden-redevelopment.aspx
http://www.sanctuaryinthecity.net/index.htm
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/150/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/6295/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/1214/
http://www.pepysdiary.com/encyclopedia/6197/


him leer upon my wife all the sermon, I taking no notice of him, and my wife upon 
him, and I observed she made a curtsey to him at coming out without taking notice to 
me at all of it, which with the consideration of her being desirous these two last 
Lord’s days to go to church both forenoon and afternoon do really make me suspect 
something more than ordinary…” The Diary, 24 May 1663 

The final resting place of Elizabeth Pepys. Elizabeth died in 1669.  There is a 
beautiful memorial to Elizabeth that Pepys commissioned from the celebrated 
sculptor, John Bushnell, as well as a 19th-century memorial to Pepys himself that 
marks the location of the door through which he and his Navy Office colleagues 
would enter the church to sit in the galleried pew specially built for their use. It is at 
this gallery that Elizabeth’s gaze falls from her place on the north wall. 

Elizabeth regularly attended St Olave’s with her husband as did the other members 
of the Navy Office just across Seething Lane. Elizabeth is in a vault beneath the 
chancel and Samuel is buried in a vault below the communion table. Neither vault is 
open to the public.  

One of Elizabeth’ s great passions was music, so it is highly appropriate that 
classical music performances by students are regularly held during the week. 
Visitors are very welcome to bring their packed lunches to eat while listening to the 
recitals. 

St Olave’s is a very welcoming place and if you have a larger group, contact by 
email in advance and you may be able to arrange a small tour. Ask to see the 17th 
century vestry. There is a copy of the portrait of Samuel looking down on you and 
from the door you can see the bust of Elizabeth.  

We hope you have enjoyed the tour. If you have any queries or feedback please 
contact us at: unityarts@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Unity Arts December 2013 
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